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IF ROSES GROW IN HEAVEN

IF ROSES GROW IN HEAVEN LORD PLEASE PICK A BUNCH FOR ME. PLACE THEM IN
MY SISTER’S ARMS AND TELL HER THEY'RE FROM ME. TELL HER THAT | LOVE AND
MISS HER AND WHEN SHE TURNS TO SMILE, PLACE A KISS UPON HER CHEEK, AND
HOLD HER FOR A WHILE. REMEMBERING HER IS EASY, | DO IT EVERY DAY. BUT
THERE IS AN ACHE WITHIN MY HEART THAT WILL NEVER GO AWAY.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF SHAW

A CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR
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YOUR PRESENCE WE MISS, YOUR MEMORY WE CHERISH,
LOVING YOU ALWAYS, FORGETTING YOU NEVER.
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DIANE E. MCCANTS, A NATIVE OF HARLEM, NEW YORK, WAS A REMARKABLE
WOMAN WHOSE LIFE WAS CHARACTERIZED BY RESILIENCE, LOVE, AND A
SPIRITED PERSONALITY. BORN TO DAISY TILLMAN (DECEASED) AND PHILLIP
SHAW, DIANE GREW UP IN THE GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER HOUSES IN
MANHATTAN. SHE CHERISHED THE VIBRANT COMMUNITY, OFTEN SPENDING TIME
OUTSIDE WITH FRIENDS AND ENJOYING LIFE'S MOMENTS. KNOWN AS “PUGG” FOR
HER STREET SMARTS AND A DIRECT, TOUGH DEMEANOR THAT BELIED HER
LOVING HEART, DIANE'S EARLY YEARS WERE FILLED WITH STRENGTH AND
COMPASSION. DURING THIS TIME, SHE MET HER CHILDHOOD SWEETHEART,

M. ANTHONY MCCANTS.

DIANE'S EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY BEGAN AT JANE ADDAMS VOCATIONAL HIGH
SCHOOL, WHERE SHE STUDIED NURSING AND MADE LASTING MEMORIES WITH
HER SISTER, YVONNE VAILES. IN 1979, DIANE AND M. ANTHONY MCCANTS
EMBARKED ON A LIFELONG JOURNEY RAISING THEIR TWIN DAUGHTERS, SHAKIMA
& SHALIMA. DIANE’S PROFESSIONAL CAREER AS A COLLECTION AGENT SPANNED
MANY YEARS, MARKED BY DEDICATION AND HARD WORK, CULMINATING IN HER
WELL-DESERVED RETIREMENT IN 2018. HER LEGACY IS ONE OF UNWAVERING
LOVE, STRENGTH, AND THE MANY LIVES SHE TOUCHED ALONG THE WAY. IN
ADDITION TO HER CAREER, DIANE ALSO DEDICATED SEVERAL YEARS OF PART-
TIME WORK AT HAMILTON GRANGE CENTER, WHERE SHE SPREAD LOVE AND
LAUGHTER AMONG THE SENIORS. IN HER SPARE TIME, SHE ENJOYED LISTENING
TO MUSIC, COOKING, PLAYING CARDS, BAKING HER FAMOUS SWEET POTATO PIES,
AND SPENDING CHERISHED MOMENTS WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS. DIANE WAS A
BELOVED FIGURE IN HER BRONX COMMUNITY, ALWAYS MAKING NEW FRIENDS
AND LEAVING A POSITIVE IMPACT WHEREVER SHE WENT.

DIANE'S CARING NATURE WAS EVIDENT IN EVERYTHING SHE DID. SHE
CONSISTENTLY FOUND WAYS TO UPLIFT THOSE AROUND HER, DEMONSTRATING
BOUNDLESS GENEROSITY AND KINDNESS. KNOWN AFFECTIONATELY AS
EVERYONE’S “AUNT,” SHE HAD A DEEP LOVE FOR CHILDREN AND WASN'T AFRAID
TO OFFER A HUG, LOVE, OR DISCIPLINE WHEN NEEDED. SHE WAS ALSO AN
ENTHUSIASTIC CONVERSATIONALIST, ALWAYS STAYING INFORMED ABOUT HER

COMMUNITY'S HAPPENINGS THROUGH HER MANY PHONE CALLS.

IN RECENT YEARS, DIANE FOUND SOLACE AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH THROUGH
HER INVOLVEMENT IN THE PRAYER LINE OF LOVE, A VIBRANT COMMUNITY SHE
DEEPLY CHERISHED. THE DAILY GATHERINGS AT 6:00 A.M. AND 9:00 P.M.
BECAME ESSENTIAL TO HER LIFE, PROVIDING MUCH-NEEDED ENCOURAGEMENT,
LOVE, AND SUPPORT. THESE MOMENTS NURTURED HER EMOTIONALLY AND
SPIRITUALLY, REINFORCING HER SENSE OF CONNECTION AND GROWTH.

DIANE E. MCCANTS WAS BORN ON JULY 24, 1957, AND DEPARTED THIS LIFE ON

AUGUST 1, 2024, AT 67. SHE LEAVES BEHIND HER FATHER, PHILLIP SHAW; HER

TWIN DAUGHTERS, DR. SHAKIMA M. CLENCY AND SHALIMA L. MCCANTS; HER

SIBLINGS, KENNETH SHAW AND NICOL SHAW; HER BELOVED GRANDDAUGHTER,
RAVEN M. CLENCY (AFFECTIONATELY KNOWN AS CUPCAKE); HER HUSBAND,
M. ANTHONY MCCANTS; AND A MULTITUDE OF AUNTS, NIECES, NEPHEWS,

GODCHILDREN, COUSINS, IN-LAWS, AND FRIENDS. DIANE'S OUTGOING

PERSONALITY AND CARING NATURE ENDEARED HER TO ALL WHO KNEW HER, AND

HER MEMORY WILL CONTINUE TO BRING COMFORT AND JOY TO THOSE SHE
TOUCHED.
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RECESSIONAL
“TAKE ME TO THE KING”

A LETTER FROM HEAVEN

WHEN TOMORROW STARTS WITHOUT ME,
AND I AM NOT HERE TO SEE,
[F THE SUN SHOULD RISE AND FIND YOUR EYES,
FILLED WITH TEARS FOR ME.
[ WISH SO MUCH YOU WOULDN'T CRY,
THE WAY YOU DID TODAY,
WHILE THINKING OF THE MANY THINGS
WE DIDN'T GET TO SAY
[ KNOW HOW MUCH YOU LOVE ME,
AS MUCH AS I LOVE YOU,
AS EACH TIME YOU THINK OF ME
I'LL KNOW YOU MISS ME TOO
WHEN TOMORROW STARTS WITHOUT ME,
DON'T THINK THAT WERE APART,
FOR EVERY TIME YOU THINK OF ME,

I'M RIGHT THERE IN YOUR HEART.
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THE FAMILY OF DIANE E. MCCANTS IS GRATEFUL FOR THE EXPRESSIONS OF
LOVE, CONCERN, AND KINDNESS SHOWN DURING DIANE’S TIME OF NEED AND

TRANSITION.

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE STAFF AT REGEIS CARE
CENTER AND MONTEFIORE HOSPITAL, WHO PROVIDED CARE

AND SUPPORT TO DIANE AND HER FAMILY.

PROFESSIONAL ARRANGEMENTS ENTRUSTED TO:
BENTA'S FUNERAL HOME
630 ST. NICHOLAS AVE

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10030



